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From Findings to Fixes:
The Buyer's Guide to
Exposure Management
Platforms

Discover how leading teams gain complete
exposure visibility, automate remediation
workflows, and prioritize what truly matters most

Vulnerability and exposure management is filled with challenges. Security teams are drowning in findings
from siloed tools, leading to fragmented data, redundant alerts, and slow remediation. Traditional approaches
rely on periodic scans and manual processes that can’'t keep up, resulting in growing security debt, missed
SLAs, lingering risk, and failed audits. The breakdown doesn't stop there. Inefficient handoffs between security
and remediation teams cause delays, misalignment, and friction, further slowing risk reduction.

Despite these challenges, and despite the fact that
86% of organizations planned to increase security
spending in 2025 — 30% of security professionals

Security Budgets M 2025 M 2024
Are Increasing

cited budget constraints as the biggest barrier to increasing [ 35
significantly - | 35°.
adopting new vulnerability management tools
increasing [ 51

(2025 Remediation Operations Report, Seempilicity). somewhat NG 53%
The reality? Security teams know they need better

solutions, but financial limitations demand smarter,
more strategic investments.

86% (2025) vs 91% (2024) say their
security budget is increasing this year.

The key to solving these challenges lies in Exposure Management platforms. Unlike traditional approaches that
leave security teams drowning in findings and struggling with fragmented workflows, Exposure Management
platforms prioritize risk, eliminate bottlenecks, and improve collaboration, ensuring security issues are
addressed faster and more effectively.

This guide cuts through the noise to help you find the right exposure management solution — one that
centralizes security findings, automates prioritization and remediation workflows , and integrates seamlessly
into IT and DevOps workflows.

By the end, you'll have a step-by-step framework to evaluate vendors, key selection criteria to guide your

decision, and a definitive checklist to help you choose a solution that accelerates risk reduction, improves
collaboration, and strengthens overall security posture.

—


https://seemplicity.io/papers/the-2025-remediation-operations-report
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What Is an Exposure Management Platform?

An Exposure Management platform represents the next generation of vulnerability management. |t
consolidates, normalizes, and prioritizes security findings from multiple sources into a centralized view of risk.
Unlike traditional vulnerability management solutions that focus primarily on scoring threats, Exposure
Management platforms emphasize risk-based prioritization, continuous exposure visibility, and automation.
These tools integrate with IT and DevOps workflows to drive faster, more effective risk reduction.

Exposure Management platforms continuously identify and prioritize exposures such as vulnerabilities,
misconfigurations, and security gaps across diverse asset classes. They integrate with discovery and

assessment tools to enrich context, increase visibility and, most importantly, turn security findings into
actionable fixes.

Not all EAPs are built the same. This guide will focus on platforms that:

Facilitate efficient, Enable risk-based Streamline Improve SLA Support cross-
automated prioritization tied collaboration compliance and domain and
remediation to business between security, provide visibility vendor-agnostic
workflows that context and IT, and DevOps into remediation integrations
reduce manual exploitability teams progress

effort

By choosing and implementing the right EAP, organizations can shift from reactive vulnerability and exposure

management to a proactive, risk-driven approach enabling continuous exposure monitoring, prioritization,
and remediation at scale.

A Unifying Solution for Security, IT, and Development

This highlights the need for a unified, ongoing approach to exposure management - one that enables continuous
monitoring, dynamic prioritization, and efficient remediation across all stakeholders to ensure faster risk reduction.

An effective Exposure Management platform bridges the gap between security strategy and operational execution,

ensuring all teams work toward a shared goal: faster, more effective remediation. The best platforms act as a single

source of truth for exposure remediation, eliminating inefficiencies, improving collaboration, and ensuring security teams
can act decisively to reduce risk.

—
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Understanding the Exposure Management Platform Buying Journey

The first step in selecting an Exposure Management platform is understanding where your current challenges lie.
By identifying these gaps, you can focus on solutions that directly address your most pressing challenges.

STEP 1 | Identify Your Needs

To choose the right platform, start by evaluating your biggest challenges. For example:

QUESTION1

QUESTION 2 QUESTION 3

Do you have fragmented Is remediation taking too Are your security tools
security data? Do you lack long due to misalignment generating excessive

a unified view of cloud, between security and noise without providing
code, and infrastructure development teams? actionable insights?

security findings?

QUESTION 4 QUESTION 5 QUESTION 6

Are critical risks going Is SLA compliance Are manual processes
unaddressed due to suffering due to slow and periodic scans
insufficient or a lack of risk- remediation timelines? creating remediation
based prioritization? bottlenecks?

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, you may be ready for a more modern, connected
approach. Organizations that channel findings from siloed security tools into ticketing systems without
adequate consolidation, context enrichment, and proper triage often face challenges efficiently
assigning and resolving security issues. Without automated remediation workflows, backlogs grow,
security debt compounds, and risk exposure increases.

The right Exposure Management platform eliminates these challenges by providing continuous
visibility, automated remediation workflows, and seamless collaboration between security, IT, and
development teams. The next sections will outline the essential capabillities that define a truly effective
platform so you know how to evaluate, select and purchase the right solution for your organization.
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STEP 2 | Define Key Use Cases

When evaluating vendors, make sure the platform supports these exposure management capabilities
that make the work of remediation teams easier:

Aggregate security findings across vulnerability scanners,
cloud security testing tools, and application security
testing platforms.

CENTRALIZED SECURITY
FINDINGS

RISK-BASED PRIORITIZATION Dynamically assign risk scores based on each fixing team'’s

WITH CONTINUOUS unique set of criteria, drawing on vulnerability exploitability,
MONITORING asset criticality, and real-world threat intelligence.
AUTOMATED REMEDIATION Automatically assign and route security issues to the right
WORKFLOWS remediation teams with fix-ready guidance, reducing friction

and accelerating resolution times.

COLLABORATION-DRIVEN Integrate natively with the tools that Security, IT, cloud and
REMEDIATION DevOps teams already use (ServiceNow, Jirg, etc.) so they
can work together seamlessly.

—

STEP 3 | Determine Key Stakeholders

Selecting the right platform requires input from multiple teams across security, IT, and
development. Each stakeholder has distinct priorities, and the ideal platform should bridge the gap
between security leadership, technical teams, and remediation owners.
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STAKEHOLDERS

CISO & Security
Leadership

Security Architects

Security Operations
(SecOps)

Vulnerability

Management

IT Operations

Cloud Security

Cloud Operations

Application Security

(Appsec)

Developers

DESIRE

Operationalized remediation,
visibility into risk exposure,
accelerated remediation timelines,
and consistent SLA compliance.

A solution that fits into existing
security processes without
adding complexity.

Improved cross-team collaboration
and automation of manual security
workflows to reduce response times.

Reduced security noise, prioritized
risks, especially while removing
redundant or duplicate vulnerabilities
across multiple scanners.

Faster resolution of security tasks
without adding operational overhead
or disrupting existing IT workflows.

Cloud workloads remain secure
and compliant while managing
misconfigurations and cloud-
native risks.

Proactive identification and
remediation of misconfigurations in
cloud infrastructure to maintain
uptime and compliance.

Security embedded into the software
development lifecycle (SDLC) without
creating unnecessary friction for
developers.

To receive clear, prioritized security
issues without disrupting their
workflows or slowing down release
cycles.

REQUIRE

A platform that provides timely exposure
insights, SLA tracking, and executive-level
reporting on risk reduction progress.

A vendor-agnostic platform that integrates
across hybrid and multi-cloud environments
while enabling automated remediation
workflows.

A platform that integrates with ITSM tools
like ServiceNow and Jira to automate ticket
creation, assignment, and tracking.

A centralized platform that normalizes
security findings, removes false positives,
and enables automated risk-based
prioritization.

A platform that automates remediation
workflows, assigns tasks based on team
ownership, and ensures security issues are
handled within ITSM and ticketing systems.

Seamless integration with CSPM, CNAPP,
and cloud security tools to prioritize and
streamline remediation of cloud-based
vulnerabilities.

A platform that integrates with cloud-native
security solutions, provides continuous
monitoring of cloud environments, and
automatically routes fixes to the right
teams.

A developer-friendly platform that
integrates with Jira, GitHub, GitLab, and
CI/CD pipelines, ensuring vulnerabilities
are delivered as fix-ready tasks.

A platform that automates vulnerability
ticketing, provides actionable remediation
guidance, and integrates directly into
development tools (e.g., Jirg, GitHub, GitLab).

—
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Core Features to Look for in an Exposure Management Platform

When evaluating Exposure Management platforms, organizations should prioritize solutions that go beyond
traditional vulnerability management. The ideal platform should provide continuous exposure visibility, automated
remediation workflows, and seamless cross-team collaboration to ensure vulnerabilities and exposures are
resolved efficiently. Below is a checklist of must-have capabilities to help guide vendor selection.

CENTRALIZED RISK Consolidates security findings across testing
VISIBILITY solutions for a single source of truth.
r SMART REMEDIATION Consolidates multiple security findings that require the
L) GROUPING same fix into a single remediation task, reducing duplicate

efforts and improving efficiency.

”T CUSTOMIZABLE Allows organizations to adjust risk scores according to
SCORING MODELS their organization’s unique risk tolerance, frameworks and
business objectives.

e INTELLIGENT TEAM Supports nested business units, security groups, and team-
T= ASSIGNMENTS based remediation assignments, ensuring the right teams
handle the right issues.

™\ AUTOMATED REMEDIATION Auto-generates tickets, assigns remediation tasks,

\ WORKFLOWS and tracks resolution.

@ SEAMLESS IT & DEVOPS Works natively with tools like ServiceNow,

€ INTEGRATION Jira, and CI/CD pipelines.

=) EXCEPTION & RISK Provides workflows to document, track, and periodically re-

3 ACCEPTANCE MANAGEMENT evaluate accepted risks, false positives, and justified exceptions.

@ AUTOMATED SLA TRACKING Monitors remediation timelines, triggers alerts for overdue tasks,
& RISK-BASED ESCALATIONS and escalates vulnerabilities if SLA deadlines are approaching.

= FIX CLOSURE Uses incoming scanner results to verify that vulnerabilities marked
=3 VERIFICATION as ‘fixed" are no longer detected, preventing false closures.
9 P 9
%@ NO PROFESSIONAL Straightforward setup with intuitive automation workflows.

SERVICES REQUIRED

—
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Robust Integrations vs All-in-One Platforms

Some EAP vendors offer "all-in-one” platforms that include their own proprietary scanning tools, based on the
premise that it's better to have everything from one vendor. This approach limits flexibility and doesn't align
well with organizations that already have, or plan to use, security testing solutions from multiple vendors. It
often forces teams into a closed ecosystem that may not align with their unique security needs.

Organizations benefit most from an open, vendor-agnostic Exposure Management platform that allows them
to:

LEVERAGE BEST-OF-BREED SECURITY TOOLS

Enterprises use a mix of open-source and commercial vulnerability scanners, cloud security
tools, and code security platforms. A single-vendor solution can’t match the flexibility of an
open platform that integrates with the best tools.

AVOID VENDOR LOCK-=-IN

Relying solely on a vendor’s proprietary tools restricts choice and creates unfavorable
dependencies. When you later discover their tools don't meet your needs, switching will
likely be costly and disruptive.

MAXIMIZE EXISTING SECURITY INVESTMENTS

Many organizations have already invested in best-in-class security tools. An Exposure
Management Platform that supports robust integrations ensures that findings from these
tools flow seamlessly into the remediation process, rather than creating redundant
scanning capabilities.

ENABLE CROSS-DOMAIN SECURITY COLLABORATION

Security findings come from multiple sources—application security, cloud security,
infrastructure security. A platform that integrates across all these domains ensures a
unified, coordinated remediation approach.

The best Exposure Management platforms offer many integrations out of the box, allowing enterprises

to consolidate, normalize, and orchestrate remediation workflows across all their existing and/or

preferred security tools.
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A Step-by-Step Guide to Evaluating Vendors

STEP 1 | Define Your Must-Have Features

Use the feature checklist on page 7 to outline your requirements.

STEP 2 | Request a Demo or Trial

How vulnerabilities and exposures are consolidated,
deduplicated and prioritized

Ask vendors to showcase:

» How SLAs are tracked and facilitated

How your backlog of vulnerabilities and
exposures can be addressed and reduced

STEP 3 | Compare Ease of Use and Setup Time

Does the platform require custom development
effort or does it work out of the box?

Can it integrate with existing Cl/CD
and issue-tracking workflows?

STEP 4 | Assess the ROI

Key questions to ask: » How much manual effort will this solution eliminate?

» How does it reduce Mean Time to Remediation (MTTR)?

What impact does it have on SLA compliance
and security efficiency?
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Identifying the Right Vendor

After assessing your organization’s needs, defining key use cases, and involving stakeholders, the next step is
determining which vendor best aligns with your security and operational goals. The ideal Exposure
Management platform should not only meet functional requirements but also integrate seamlessly into
existing workflows, minimize manual effort, and drive measurable improvements in remediation speed and

efficiency.

Here’'s how to separate the winning vendor from the rest after completing your evaluation:

n Prioritize a Smooth Proof of Value (PoV) Experience

» A successful PoV should demonstrate immediate value—not require months of setup or
customization. Vendors should be able to show measurable improvements in remediation
efficiency, SLA compliance, and workflow automation within the first 30-60 days.

» Look for vendors that prove they can achieve essential automation, data integration, and
scalability without extensive onboarding.

» If a vendor requires significant custom engineering or professional services just to get started,
this could be a red flag for long-term scalability.

The best platforms enable security teams to see early wins—whether through automated remediation

workflows, automated ticketing, or reduced manual workload—within the first few weeks of testing.

Measure Real-Time Impact on Remediation Speed

» How much time does the platform save for security, IT, and development teams?

» Can the platform facilitate faster remediation, improve SLA compliance, and enhance
cross-team collaboration?

»  Arerequests reaching developers in their existing tools, ensuring fixes happen without
unnecessary friction?

The right platform should reduce remediation bottlenecks and demonstrate clear efficiency gains

In managing vulnerabilities across security domains.
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Ensure the Platform Scales Without Added Complexity

»  Does the platform simplify security operations, or does it introduce new management
overhead?

> Can it support your organization as you expand security programs, onboard new teams,
or integrate new tools?

» Does it allow you to adapt and evolve your security stack as your needs change?

A winning platform should provide automation and scalability without requiring heavy maintenance

or locking you into a single vendor ecosystem.

Next Steps: Moving from Evaluation to Purchase

Once your organization has identified the expected outcomes, the next step is ensuring a structured, decisive
approach to selecting and implementing the right solution. The best security teams don't just evaluate tools,
they take deliberate steps to prepare their organization to make an informed decision and act quickly once
the right platform is identified.

These straightforward activities are crucial to ensure a smooth buying process:

OBTAIN BUDGET AND Even the best solution won’t move forward without internal alignment.

STAKEHOLDER BUY-IN Secure budget and approval early so your organization can move decisively
when the right vendor is selected. Leading Exposure Management vendors
offer business value assessments to help buyers justify the investment.

PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION Real impact comes from effective implementation and user adoption.
AND ADOPTION Leading Exposure Management vendors can help buyers establish rollout
plans ahead of purchase.

—
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Final Thoughts: Turning Security Findings into Action

Traditional vulnerability management platforms help prioritize identified risks, but the real challenge lies in
remediating them quickly and efficiently before they can be exploited.

Exposure Management platforms deliver more than just prioritization. They enable organizations to fix issues at
scale, reducing security debt, improving exposure visibility, and orchestrating automated remediation
workflows that drive faster, more measurable risk reduction.

As security teams strive to keep pace with emerging threats, the organizations that succeed will be those that:

Eliminate silos between security, IT, and development, ensuring vulnerabilities
are assigned and remediated efficiently.

Leverage automation and workflow orchestration, reducing manual effort and
accelerating remediation timelines.

Continuously monitor risk exposure, rather than relying on periodic scans or
ad hoc assessments.

Align security remediation with business priorities, ensuring teams focus on
what matters most.

Integrate an Exposure Management platform into their existing testing solution
ecosystem, allowing them to remain agile, scalable, and vendor-agnostic.

Choosing the right platform is more than just a technology decision—it's a strategic move that can
dramatically improve your organization’s security posture. By following the evaluation framework outlined
in this guide, security leaders can confidently select a solution that streamlines remediation, enhances
collaboration, and reduces overall risk exposure.

The decision is no longer if you need an Exposure Management Platform—it's about choosing the right one.

o Seemplicity

Watch our on-demand demo video to learn
how Seemplicity’s Exposure Action Platform™

helps teams turn findings into fixes faster.

WATCH ON-DEMAND DEMO e
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